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When Do You Have Enough?

Genesis 33: 1-11

Two brothers.   The one  wanted power and wealth, and then he would have enough. The other

wanted revenge, against his brother actually and then he would have enough. And today they

are about to meet.  And you would expect it would be a fight to the death. Because both

brothers had centered their lives around what they wanted. 

Jacob and Esau. You know, so much of the Old Testament is told in stories. Real people,

faithful yet flawed, with dreams and desires, hopes and disappointments run across the pages

of the sacred scripture. And more often than not, the Scripture does not stop to tell us motives

or morals, just tells the story. And in the story, we again find the presence of God.

And so it is with Jacob and Esau. Do you remember the story? They are twins, born to Isaac and

Rebekah, Esau the elder by a minute or two. But because he is the first-born, to Esau belongs

the birthright, which is the lion’s share of property and wealth and to Esau belongs his father’s

blessing as well, the bestowal of power to shape the family in the next generation. Power and

wealth. That’s what Esau was born with; that’s what Jacob wanted. 

If he got what was Esau’s, then Jacob would have enough. And so he sets about the task of

getting it. One day Esau comes in from hunting all day, and he is famished, starving he says.

And Jacob has been in the kitchen all day, fixing a really good stew. “Quick, let me have some

of that red stew. I’m famished.”   Well, OK, says Jacob, but first give me your birthright. 

Well, I’m about to starve, Esau says, what good will my birthright be if I die, so OK, OK, just

give me the stew. And Jacob does just that, thoughtfully giving him some bread as well. And
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for this we can blame Esau as much as Jacob, because Esau wasn’t really going to starve, but his

birthright meant that little to him.

So now Jacob had wealth. Taken from Esau for the price of a stew, and some bread. But the

blessing. Power. Jacob flat out steals that from Esau, but he had to have it so he would have

enough. As father Isaac lays dying with eyes that were dim, Jacob dresses in animal skins so he

would smell like Esau, tricks father Isaac, and Isaac blesses him.

By the way, don’t you wish you could have been there to savor Jacob’s aroma? More to the

point, the Bible makes it clear that Jacob is not a moral giant. God has chosen Jacob because of

God’s purposes, not because he is superior to Esau. Yes Esau despises his birthright, but Jacob

steals his blessing. Neither activities worthy of praise. 

And we will soon see that really Esau is really the better of the two, but let’s not get ahead of

the story. . . oh and by the way, Esau himself will become the father of a great nation, just not

the nation God has chosen to reveal himself to humanity. . .  But I digress. Back to the story.

Now Jacob has wealth and power. Birthright and blessing.  He has enough. Except for one

problem. Esau.

Esau vows revenge. Esau will not have enough from life until he has his revenge. He vows to

kill his brother Jacob. So, Rebekah, the mom, tells Jacob to get out of town while he can.

As for Jacob, just when he seems to have enough, wealth and power,  that isn’t so much after

all, when he thinks his brother is going to kill him. After all, wealth, prestige, and power mean

very little to a dead person. The soap opera, excuse me, I mean the Biblical story, continues.
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 Jacob, evading Esau,  travels to another place. Finds love. The beautiful Rachel. Works seven

years for his prospective Father in Law in order to marry  Rachel. And thinks he does, but

wakes up in the morning and finds out that he has been tricked. His father-in-law has switched

sisters, and when Jacob wakes up the next morning, he finds out he has married ends up with

the other daughter, Leah, who evidently is not what we would call “a looker.”

Sort of a rude awakening, you might say. Well, they work it all out. A week later he gets to

marry Rachel, in return for seven more years of labor. Jacob, wiser by this time, has evidently

said, “I get the girl first and then I will work seven more years.”. 

And life goes on fairly well, as well as it can when you are married to two sisters at once, but

now it is time to move on. And today, Jacob, who unless he had wealth and power, would not

have enough, is going to meet Esau. Who believed his life would not have enough until he has

killed Jacob. 

The dawn breaks upon a sleepless night for Jacob. He has been up all night wrestling with his

soul, wrestling with God, fearing most likely that the next dawn would be his last.

And in the morning, Jacob decides that maybe wealth wasn’t all that important, nor power

either come to think about it. So he comes up with a plan. He takes all his wealth, primarily in

herds and maidservants and menservants, and brings them to Esau. 

You get the sense that Jacob has it all planned out. Those folks unrelated to him go first. If Esau

is going to have revenge upon all, then let him start with those who mean the least to Jacob. In

the same way, he puts Leah and her kids next, with Rachel, the favorite, last. By then, Esau’s

anger or at least strength might have dissipated somewhat. 
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And you expect to see violence and bloodshed. Esau, face to face with the one upon whom he

had vowed revenge Esau, face to face with Jacob and all his wealth. Jacob bows and scrapes,

humiliates himself if you will, hoping to appease his brother. Wives, children, cattle, you can

have them all. Faced with death, his wealth and power didn’t mean as much as he thought. 

And here’s what happens. “What’s the meaning of all this?” Esau asks. All these cattle and sheep

and children and women?” “To find favor.” 

And the Bible doesn’t say why Esau does what he does. It just says that he does it. Suddenly no

revenge. No anger. No bloodshed. Instead Esau runs up to his brother, embraces him, kisses

him.

“Keep what you have for yourself. I already have enough. I have plenty.”

As if in that moment Esau realized that what he wanted, revenge, had never filled his soul.

There was an emptiness deep inside that would never go away. Until he embraced his brother.

And Jacob? For all his wealth and power, his life had been nothing but unsettled. Until his

brother embraced him. “To see your face is like seeing the face of God, now that you have

received me favorably.” 

He had wealth. He had power. But it was never enough. But when his brother forgave him,

received him, in that love it was as if he had been touched by God himself, and suddenly, for

the first time, he had enough to make his life worth the living.

When do you have enough? For life to be good. For life to let you face each new day with a
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sense of peace and promise and anticipation? 

Revenge? That didn’t make life good for Esau. Life wasn’t good until he embraced his brother.

Power and wealth? They  didn’t fulfill Jacob’s dreams whatsoever. It wasn’t until his brother

embraced him, and in the embrace something of God touched his soul, and then he finally had

enough. 

In that embrace, he said it was as if he had seen something like the face of God. 

And maybe that’s the answer. Do you want your life to feel good, blessed, happy, satisfying?

You can have enough to make it so. But that enough isn’t found in the things of this world; it

is found in seeking the face of God in your life. 

When do you have enough? When you seek the riches of God’s gracious love. When you realize

that no matter what you have or do not have, you have the love of Jesus Christ. 

 That’s a foreign concept to many today, that we can be rich without having very much stuff at

all. But as we look at our lives, examine them, and wonder again if we are truly satisfied with

our lives, from time to time it helps to remind ourselves that the Bible seems to promise that

a satisfying, abundant life can be found. 

But if you look for abundant life  in the things of this world, you will never have enough. But

if you center your life on Godly values, on the gifts of the eternal kingdom, then life seems rich

indeed. 
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Jacob had all wealth and power. But it wasn’t enough. He had nothing until in his brother’s

embrace he saw something like the face of God, shining for the first time in his life that he had

ever noticed. 

He had nothing until he was forgiven, until his brother embraced him when he deserved no

embrace. 

And we will never have enough ourselves. Until we center our hearts, our dreams, our lives

in a living relationship with God, whom we see in the face of Jesus Christ. 

And then, as we turn our hearts Christward, we might not have one more thing than we had

before, but suddenly, suddenly, we know we have enough. Suddenly we know we are rich

beyond our wildest dreams. 
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