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Good News, Great News, but Not Easy News
Matthew 28:1-10

Do you believe in the Resurrection? What a silly question to ask on this day of all days. Do you

believe in the Resurrection? Of course you do. Else you would not be here to celebrate and

worship the triumphant truth upon which our faith stands.

But another question: do you believe not just in the resurrection of Jesus, but in resurrection

itself, that is the power of God in every situation to bring forth new life, new beginnings, new

promise? After all, we gather to celebrate the resurrection because we believe this resurrection

power has something to do not just with Jesus, but with us as well. 

So here we are. Resurrection.  The certain promise of new life and eternity.  May I suggest, this

is good news.   But perhaps  it is not easy news.

Because if we believe in Resurrection, then we also understand a more difficult truth: the

reality of death. To believe that Jesus is alive is also to believe that Jesus died. It is to accept the

more difficult realities of our lives as well, those little deaths called sin and setback, doubt,

despair, devastation from disease, tornado, war, and countless other things. 

When I was a child, I used to love fairy tales, especially those which ended, “And they lived

happily ever after.” But the Christian faith is no fairy tale. Our good news is not that death has

been abolished; it is that death’s dismal power is no longer the final word about life.

We Christians sometimes try to domesticate these notions of death and resurrection. We try

to claim that death no longer matters, we try to turn the Resurrection into a soft and gentle sort

of event. 
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But Scripture knows better. On that first Easter, let’s see, there is earthquake. There is abject

fear: the guards shake and become paralyzed with fear in the face of angel and empty tomb. 

Even the women are afraid. The angel has to tell them, do not be afraid. You see, if Jesus is

crucified, dead, and buried, that is sad, but it makes sense of a life that is often, in the words

of Thomas Hume, nasty, brutish, and short. If that’s all there is, then that’s all there is.

But if Jesus is alive, then it means that God has power. And such power begs for us to make a

response, for us to be open to God’s wondrous, transforming, disruptive power in our lives.

The God who raised Jesus from the dead  expects something from us. 

It means that we must entrust our values, our hopes, our dreams, our expectations to him. It

means we cannot just settle for the way things are or settle for just making our own way in the

world. Resurrection is good news, but not easy news, if we take seriously its implications for

our lives. 

So what do we make of it all?

It would have been nice if Easter had been a soft gentle sort of event, in which Jesus, having

gone so sleep on a comfortable bed one night, suddenly finds himself wafting gently up into

heaven, perhaps attended by an angel or two; if followers faced no challenges, but instead every

one of their dreams coming true in Jesus’ name. 

But instead Easter is a cataclysmic event, occurring after a public, painful, and humiliating

execution of the son of God. Easter is a powerful event, marked by an earthquake and angels

brighter than the sun. It’s wondrous, overwhelming, incredible. 

 Easter is not easy news because if Jesus is alive, and He is, and if we believe in him, and we do,
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then we give him permission to be the judge and arbiter of what is right and what is wrong. If

we dare to be in relationship with the living Lord, then we must put aside selfish dreams and

live lives according to his standards. . . 

Which often take us out of our comfort zone and lead us to concepts such as mission and

mercy, forgiveness and reconciliation, of concern for our environment and a passion for justice

and freedom. All these concepts do not come naturally to human beings; it takes the power of

Jesus Christ to change our hearts.

And Easter is not easy news because Easter does not take away broken dreams and painful

realities of death, tornadoes, war, illness, and loss.

But the good news of Easter is:  Resurrection does not just define an event that happened once

long ago to someone named Jesus. Resurrection defines the nature of life itself. And

resurrection defines us, our lives, our future. That is: in the midst of every death, be it literal

or symbolic death, we trust that God is at work bring new life from that which has died. 

Death speaks, but death does not have the final world. Tornadoes wreck, but tornadoes do not

have the final word. Loss hurts, it devastates, but loss does not have the final word. God has the

final word and the word is Resurrection: new life brought forth from what seemed to be a final

death. 

This afternoon, for the second time in my ministry, I will be conducting a wedding on Easter.

In both cases, it is because previous marriages had died. And yes, I know that when a marriage

dies and ends in divorce, there is sin involved somewhere, sins of self-centeredness or

selfishness perhaps. 

But God is greater than sin and God is greater than death, and so this afternoon I will celebrate
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God’s constant gift of new life, resurrection life, as a new marriage begins. 

And for this congregation, it would have been incredibly sad had the sanctuary burned down

in the fire of February 11. Our church would have been forever different. But the fire would

not have destroyed the church.

Because God does not let death and destruction have the final say. Our church would have

survived.  We would still have done ministry and mission. We would still have worshiped God.

The church would have been different, to be sure. But God would have found a way to make

this church live in a powerful way. Because God is a resurrection God. 

I often think of my beloved mother-in-law. [“Beloved” and “mother-in-law.” Not two words

always used beside each other!] She was a warm, wonderful, giving person, who was felled by

a horrific stroke. She never regained the gift of speech or the gift of being able to take care of

herself. But God gave her life, life that allowed her to enjoy her family, especially the most

wonderful grandson who ever was; before the stroke she could have told you. 

After the stroke, her smile when she saw him told you even more.  For her Resurrection was

not easy news, but it was good news. And greater news we can even say when on a Christmas

Day, she entered into eternal life in the hands of God who loves us so much. 

Or, from the Bible, the Resurrection’s being good news but not easy news. Let’s look at St.

Paul, who had a perfectly stable and good life persecuting Christian people. He loved doing it.

He had found his life calling. Until the Risen Lord encounters him and suddenly his life is no

longer easy; instead it becomes complicated and wonderful. 

Because Jesus is alive Paul’s life changes decisively. Living in  response to Jesus, he received the

following blessings: shipwreck, imprisonment, beatings. But that was all right with him,
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because the living Lord had given him more life than he ever could have imagined.  Read some

of his letters written from prison,(such as Philippians)  and they are filled with joy and love and

grace and a sense of peace. 

To look at his life from the outside, you would say Resurrection life is simply difficult. But not

from his perspective. He knew the peace that passes all understanding; he knew the love of God

which no prison bars could keep from him. They bound his hands and feet, but never his heart,

never his spirit.

And so Paul claimed Christ’s victory as his own. And we can claim this victory as our own as

well. Resurrection might not be easy news, it might lead us to more compassion, to sacrifice

for the sake of others, but then again it is always good news.  

On that first Easter Jesus did not promise an easy life to those who believe. But he made this

promise: when his followers went back to Galilee, back to their homes, back to their former

lives,  if you will, there they would find Jesus waiting for them. And their lives would never

again be the same. Resurrection is not just the subject of a sermon this morning: it is the

defining power of your life and my life. 

That’s the good news of Easter. Not just that Jesus is alive and victorious over sin and death for

himself. But rather, this victory he gives to us. And having Risen from the dead, in Spirit, the

Risen Lord is now with us, wherever we might be, in Galilee and Beaufort alike. 

Does Easter make your life or mine easy? No, that’s not the promise. The promise is this:

today we know Jesus is alive and we share in that promise. Today we know in spirit Jesus walks

with us and does not forsake us no matter how challenging our journey. And the promise is:

when our days here come to an end, the Risen Lord who has been with us all along, is with us

still, as he welcomes us into the wondrous mystery of eternity.
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Come to think of it. This is  not just good news. This is  great news. This is the most wonderful

news that has ever been. Amen. 
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