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 Plans, Worries, and The Gifts of This Day

Matthew 6:24-34

I’ve told this story before of the mother who calls her new pastor and says, “I’m concerned

about my daughter. I’m concerned she will meet the wrong boy in high school, decide to go

ahead and get married, skip college, and give up all her dreams.” The pastor, seeing an

opportunity to do some counseling, maybe to keep this girl from going down the wrong path

asks, “And how old is your daughter? “She’s three.”

We have plenty to worry about. There’s plenty in the future that is dark and foreboding.

Parents worry about children, folks worry about retirement, others about jobs. Together we

worry about the burgeoning unrest in the Middle East; the specter of chaos and all-out war

gives us pause. 

I worry about getting back into the Sanctuary. What if our timetable is too optimistic?  What

if we cannot host that April wedding. How will I deal with a disappointed bride. . . and

mother? There is always plenty to worry about.

But Jesus is saying this: God is with us. God loves us. And so no matter what the future might

hold, there are blessings which our ours today. To savor. To appreciate. Is it OK to plan for the

future? Of course. Is it probable that the future will not be exactly what we think it will be?

Absolutely.

But instead of our worrying about what might be or worrying about what is not, in faith we

have this invitation to savor what is. Jesus implies we have a choice: to center our lives on stuff,

worrying about what to eat and drink, what to wear, or we can center our lives on experiencing

God’s grace to us.

Now, of course food and clothing and future are important, but what gives life its blessing is

knowing God’s love, experiencing the blessings that our ours today. Jesus said, you know, King

Solomon was known for his wealth and having the best of everything. But think of Solomon
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wearing the finest robe he could find. . . but that robe pales in comparison to the beauty and

wonder of the  the lilies of the field, which God created.  

Jesus notes: God takes care even of the birds of the air. . . and aren’t you of more value than

birds?

So, instead of worrying, why don’t we simply seek to live as God’s people, savor God’s

blessings, trust in God’s watchcare over us?  Let’s seek the unique blessing of living in a

relationship of trust and appreciation of God. 

Now Jesus himself said that unlike foxes and birds, he himself has no where to sleep. . . and yet

Jesus found life to be wondrous, joyous, blessed. Because he sought first to be in relationship

with God. 

And let’s consider that Last Supper. The future was indeed dark. His disciples would deny him,

betray him, or run away from him. He would soon be forced to make the decision to give up

his own life for the sake of those who disappointed him. 

And yet Jesus says, in Luke 22:15, I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer.

Jesus did not let the worries  of tomorrow, his suffering, destroy the blessings of today, his

fellowship with his disciples, as disappointing as they would be. 

And oh yes, Jesus could savor the blessings of today amidst the worries of tomorrow because

he believed something else: that finally, ultimately, God will win. Peter will deny, but then he

will come back. Jesus will die, but then on the third day rise to new life. 

And it is this faith, this story, we live today. I don’t know when the world will be just the way

it should be. But today, today, God loves us. God is with us. There is blessing to be found

today, no matter what tomorrow might bring.

And so indeed, this is the day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. Because God

has watchcare over all of us. God is a God who loves even the birds of the air. And guess what,
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you are more valuable than those birds.  

And that mother and  the three-year old. Sure, the girl  might grow up and make some bad

choices. Or she might not. But in the meantime, the mother has a little child to love, to savor,

to enjoy. How sad for the mom to lose the joy of what is today  by worrying about what might

be tomorrow. 

Instead Jesus offers this invitation: seek to live in the truth of God’s kingdom of faith, promise,

mercy, compassion, today. And trust God to sort out what tomorrow might bring. 

Amen. 
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