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Until then
Micah 4:1-5 

Swords into plowshares? Micah wasn’t the first one to write this. He borrowed it from Isaiah,

but their vision of hope rings true in every generation, including ours.

Both Micah and Isaiah  lived in a world like ours. A world in which there is evil, violence, war.

A world in which innocent children are counted among the casualties of great nations going to

battle, a world in which young men and women leave homes, and family, and native soil to

fight, a world in which many never return home at all. 

But in the midst of all that was wrong, Micah and Isaiah dared to proclaim this wondrous hope.

And a hope confined not just to their own people , but a hope for all nations. “Many nations

will come to Jerusalem” Micah says, a symbolic reference, I think to the peoples of the world

accepting God’s truth as first expressed in the Jewish faith, and we believe, completed in the

Christian faith. Many nations will come to God’s city, Micah says so that God    will teach us

his ways,  so that we may walk in his paths.

As Christians, and as Americans, we count ourselves among those “Many nations” whose truth

is rooted in the foundational truths from Judaism, among them the Ten commandments.

Among them this vision that the day will come when Nation will not take up sword against

nation, nor will they train for war anymore.

A wondrous vision. A great vision. Other Biblical writers didn’t even dare dream of such a

time. The writer of Ecclesiastes contented himself with acknowledging that there is a time for

war and a time for peace, as if the two will alternate in an endless cycle. 

But let’s not let go of God’s vision spoken by Isaiah and spoken by Micah, and, I think,
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embodied in the teaching and ministry of Jesus Christ. The day will come when “Nation will

not train for war anymore.” 

But until then, what should we do? How should Christian people commemorate Memorial

Day, which cannot help but speak of war and conflict, both past and present?

How should I go about handling Memorial Day? There are three different approaches I have

noticed. One is to speak about an ultimate memorial to Jesus: often with Communion, that we

remember his great sacrifice. 

Another way is to focus on what it might mean to be a Christian soldier. Indeed in the words

of the hymn Onward Christian Soldiers: marching as to war, that we are as ready and committed

and courageous in living our faith as any warrior ever was in charging the line at Concord or

Gettysburg or Guadacanal or Iwo Jima or Khe Shan or Fallujah or Afghanistan. And these are

good, and faithful approaches, to be sure. 

But today I want to consider Memorial Day in its context as an American patriotic holiday, yet

also as a person whose faith is in Jesus Christ. And I have to be a little careful. For a sermon

which simply extols the virtues of America and relishes  glorious victories won on the

battlefield, falls short, I think. 

As Christians, it is never enough simply to be patriotic, for our ultimate allegiance is to one

whose Kingdom is not of this world, one whose truth is defined not by laws and a Constitution,

but defined by love and mercy, cross and Resurrection.  As Christians, we must always live in

the hope that the day will come when swords will be beaten into ploughshares, and nations will

learn war no more. But what about until then?

It would simply not be appropriate   to ignore Memorial Day, and the wars we have fought, and

the men and women who have died in fighting these wars, simply because our faith dreams of
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a world in which all dwell in unity. 

Many have said, “Wars never solve anything.” But I think the sad truth of our world is that in

fact wars do solve things, and that we have not yet found a different way. Our nation’s freedom

was from the Revolution, our union was saved through the Civil War. World War II defeated

Nazi tyranny, and was the only way to do so, and today we are fighting an enemy that seems

unable or unwilling to respond to diplomacy or decency, but only brute force. 

It’s not always the war itself that is evil, but the situations that make the war necessary.

And yet it all comes at a cost. And today we remember the cost. We honor the cost. Of those

who died and of those who survived. “Some gave all; all gave some.” These words resonate with

truth among us today. As do the words of the poet John McCrae:

In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

That mark our place; and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 

In Flanders fields

So, here’s where I am this Memorial Day.

As Christian people, we will live in the hope of peace, of swords made into plowshares, of guns

sold to feed the hungry, of explosives used not for bombs, but to build dams which will water

thirsty deserts.
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But until then, we will hold sacred the memory of  those who gave the last full devotion in

defending this nation and buying its freedom.

As Christian people we will work for a time when the army and the navy and the marine corps

and the air force will be irrelevant, but until then, we will honor and support those who have

answered the call of duty to serve, to protect, to watch over us.

As people of faith, we look forward to the time when wars will simply old stories in old history

books. But until then, we will find inspiration in the courage and commitment of those who

fought. As Nimitz said of the Marines at Iwo Jima: "Uncommon Valor was a Common Virtue.”

On Memorial Day, we stand in awe at such bravery, such sacrifice.  Today it is most

appropriate we give thanks, and we honor, and we remember, those, who in the words of the

hymn, “who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life.”

As God’s people, we look forward to a day when war will no longer separate families and

nations. But until then, we will honor and support those whose only contact with loved ones

is through email and internet, and the occasional phone call. 

Until then, we will seek to listen to the needs of those left behind, of moms who now have to

do all their work, and dads too, until the day he comes home. Until then, we will support

those families as they make the difficult transition when dad or mom finally do come home,

sometimes to find that the little girl left behind is now a striking young lady, sometimes to find

that the little baby left behind a year ago is scared of us, because he does not know us. Until

then, we will honor the emotional wounds which show up on no battlefield casualty list, but

bring pain just the same. 

As people of Christ, we will honor those virtues of tenderness and compassion, and pray for

the day when all people regard them as primary, but until then, we will seek to understand

our warriors when they come home, having experienced things and done things that cause them
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pain and even trauma, yet things their commanders ask them not to share with wife and family.

As people of faith, we will teach our children the ideals of our faith, and place upon their hearts

the vision of swords into plowshares. We will live as witnesses to that vision by living peaceably

with our neighbors, and within the family itself, so that children do not have to hear anger and

violence between mom and dad. 

We will dream of the day when the peace within our families is echoed throughout the world,

nation to nation, but until then , we will remember, we will honor, those who wear the

uniform, those who have worn the uniform, and those who have died wearing the uniform. 

On this Memorial Day, we will honor the fallen, and we will honor those who stand guard over

us today, and we will honor those who defended us in the past, by seeking to be worthy of such

sacrifice, such love, such courage. We will promise again  to be those who indeed walk in

God’s path. 

On this Memorial Day, we will dream of peace. And live lives centered in Christ, so that

Christian love will grow within our families, within our community, within our nation, until

that great day when nations will learn war no more.  

And until then, we will remember, we will honor, those who dared to go to war, in order that

we might be free to follow the Prince of Peace. Amen. 
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