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Jesus Beyond the Miracles

Matthew 14:13-21

Do you know why this passage is called the Feeding the Five Thousand? Spiritual and

intellectual laziness. Yet that’s what it’s called, in our Pew Bible and many other Bibles too, I

would imagine.

It was much more than five thousand, wasn’t it? Five thousand men, but there were women and

children there as well, according to the Scripture. And that’s an important detail: everyone is

important to Jesus, not just the men. And here’s Matthew, going to all that trouble to make the

point that Jesus included everyone in his ministry, and then we go ahead and say it’s the feeding

of five thousand, as if all those others never mattered. Well, anyway.

I have entitled this sermon “Jesus beyond the miracle,” because I want us always to probe

deeper when we read a miracle story, because there is always something spiritually going on.

It’s not just that we say, Wow, look what Jesus did with two mullets and five biscuits, it’s the

meaning that lurks behind the miracle that is also important.

Well, on to the miracle, but first, you might be asking yourself, “Where’s the little boy, the one

who brought the loaves and fishes to Jesus? Well, he’s not here, not in Matthew. He’s in John,

but not here. 

Well, first, this miracle this shared meal, this sharing of a God-given meal follows a God-

forsaken meal if there ever were one. You see, evil King Herod had heard reports about both

Jesus and John the Baptist. These two men of God were a threat to him, so he presides over a

banquet, and during this banquet, John the Baptist is executed and his head is brought to the

party on a silver platter. 
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Jesus, hearing the news, is forced to flee out into the wilderness, because he could be next to

be arrested. 

Jesus beyond the miracle knows, as we know, that sometimes life is unfair, ugly, difficult. Jesus

finds himself in the wilderness.

But now you have to remember the Exodus story. Because though the wilderness is a difficult

place, it is far from God-forsaken. Remember how God led the people of Israel during their

time in the wilderness? So he leads us as well.

If you dare to travel with Jesus, even into the wilderness, you will be fed.  

Night falls. Hunger sets in. The disciples, the church, if you will, asks Jesus to send the others

away. They barely have enough for themselves. But the Jesus beyond the miracles never lets us

send people away. 

“Let the world fend for itself; we need to preserve what we have for ourselves.” A good,

sensible attitude, for business or politics. But it is a dangerous and destructive attitude for the

church to have. Jesus does not allow it. Something the church must always keep in mind.

In our prayers, in our planning, in our budgeting, it is never enough for a Christian or for the

Christian church just to make sure we have enough for ourselves; we must always be working

to serve those beyond ourselves. Jesus does not send anyone away. 

 

Jesus beyond the miracle reminds us God is with us even in the wilderness. And he does not

accept an attitude which says, “let’s hoard our resources, and just send the hungry away to fend

for themselves.”

Instead, Jesus beyond the miracle invites us to share what we have with him. Two fish. Five

loaves. It seems a paltry amount of food. And indeed it is. And it feeds virtually no one....
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Until we give it to Jesus. And when the disciples finally bring what they have to Jesus, the

miracle happens. And everyone gets to eat, and eat, and eat. At the end, there are twelve

baskets full of food left over. 

Yes, a symbolic number. 12 disciples. 12 baskets. And even when they gave sacrificially, or

maybe because they gave sacrificially, they still  had plenty of food for their journey. 

It’s a powerful miracle this morning. But just as powerful is the Jesus beyond the miracle,

whose love and compassion set this whole miracle in motion to begin with. And out there, in

the wilderness, when God seemed far away, through Jesus, God was right there. To feed, to

provide.

And so it is today. In the wilderness, using  bread Jesus gave the people what they needed for

their journey to be one of blessing and promise. 

And in the bread we share this morning, the same gift is offered to us. A gift of reconciliation,

renewal, forgiveness of sins, new journey and new direction. A gift offered by this Jesus whose

ultimate nature is made known to us, not in a miracle, but in his sacrifice upon the cross, of

which the bread we share this morning a most powerful reminder.

May we again open our hearts to receive the gifts he offers for our journey today. Amen. 

 Amen. 
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