
The Day Jesus Healed Some Blindness, but not All 
John 9

There are none so blind as those who will not see. The phrase is not Biblical, but the concept is and

it comes front and center in our Scripture this morning. 

Why, at first glance you think the story is about one blind man, but soon we see you need a

scorecard to keep up with all the blind folk. . . if you include spiritual blindness, that is. . . and

of course this is exactly what John wants us to do.

Let’s see, who is blind? The disciples. And the crowd who had seen, but not seen this beggar

for all those years. And the Pharisees. 

Let’s talk first about those blind disciples. But first a  digression. Have you ever heard of the

concept of cosmic justice? The idea that we sort of get what we deserve. And sometimes it

works out that way. One night my wife and I were on Route 158 in rural Northampton

County. The road had just been paved. It was night. We could not see very well. I was doing

45 instead of 55. And a car got right up on my tail, impatient with me. And finally roars around

me and speeds off into the night. And then another car passed me and roared off into the night,

except he had blue lights flashing.  I enjoyed passing those two cars by the side of the road.

Cosmic justice. 

The difficulty is that in Jesus’ day, most people believed in a corollary to cosmic justice: that

is, if you suffer, you must be a sinner. It’s a convenient doctrine, actually, because it relieves

us of the responsibility of caring about folks who suffer, and keeps pesky concepts like

compassion all locked up.

So the blind disciples, spiritually blind, I mean, ask matter-of-factly, “So which is it Jesus, this

blind guy or his parents who sinned?” Because if that man is blind, God must be punishing him,

or at least his parents, (which wouldn’t be very sporting of God come to think of it), but Jesus

rejects such thinking out of hand. 

It wasn’t sin that caused the blindness. You see, the God Jesus believes in sometimes works

differently than the God others believed in back in those days. Come to think of it, that’s one



reason Jesus ended up being executed, but I digress. No, Jesus’ God is one who wants sight,

healing, restoration. 

So, what about the physically blind person himself? We don't know his name. Most of the folks

who walked by him day by day didn't know his name either, and in fact, when he is healed, they

are not quite sure they had ever seen him before. Another blindness, but I digress. He will gain

sight in two ways: physically, yes, but also  spiritually, because he will come to believe in Jesus

as Lord. 

Anyway, the encounter begins with one who is not blind. Jesus sees.  Jesus sees. Jesus sees this

man who was not welcome to worship, because of his defect. But Jesus looks beyond defect,

always, doesn't he?

Then heals the man in a way we find odd: takes dirt, makes mud, restores his sight, removes

that barrier that keeps this man from being a part of God and worship and community. Why

mud? If you are thinking, well, God created humanity from the dust of the earth, you might be

on to something. Jesus has come to remake humanity, if you will. 

And then Jesus sends this man to a pool, called "Siloam," which means "sent," just in case you

don't realize Jesus is the one sent by God and Jesus is the one who sends us on a new journey.

So the debate begins. Is Jesus from God? Some said yes, others said, no, because he does not

observe the Sabbath. True, but they are blind to the fact that Jesus observes a higher law: God's

desire that all receive mercy. 

Then others said, well, this man really wasn't blind, after all. It was all a trick. But his parents

say, yes, he was blind. "Well then, how does he see?" His parents, no spiritual giants,

evidently, respond, "Well, ask him," because they didn't want to say anything positive about

Jesus and risk getting kicked out of the synagogue. 

So they go the man again: Give glory to God, tell everyone that this Jesus is a sinner. Jesus, a sinner,

because he healed on the Sabbath. But this man refuses to be cowed by the spiritual authorities.

You call him a sinner, but I was blind and now I see. Then he really upsets the Pharisees: how about



it, why don't you become his disciples?

In other  words, because this man [Jesus] gives sight, because he has wonder-working power, why don't

you cast aside all your pre-conceived notions about God and follow Jesus? 

And not for the first time, nor indeed the last, the invitation to follow Jesus is met with scorn.

"We are disciples of Moses. And this man (Jesus), why we don't know where he comes from."

Indeed they do not know. Do not see. That Jesus comes from God. 

And then the man born blind, who has evidently picked up some theology along the way,

throws it back at them: you say that God does not listen to sinners, but only to those who worship him

and obey him. Does not the fact that Jesus has performed a Godly miracle imply that he is indeed no sinner?

The Pharisees, having lost the argument, then drive him away. It was a lot easier to drive this

man away than to take seriously who Jesus is. And so  show themselves to be blind. Spiritually.

 They see a miracle performed right before their eyes. . . but blind themselves to who Jesus is,

blind to this new work God is doing. Instead, they blindly hold on to their traditions: instead

of celebrating this miracle of sight, they call Jesus a sinner because Jesus healed on the Sabbath.

Now you might think that healing on the Sabbath, the day when folks are supposed to take

special care to contemplate God and his mercy, would add power to this miracle, but no, it

takes work to perform a miracle and you aren’t supposed to work on the Sabbath. 

The healing Jesus performs says: God is doing something new, something wonderful; the Pharisees

respond: instead we would prefer to hold on to our old ways. Work on the Sabbath is a sin. This healing

is a sin. Therefore Jesus must be rejected. And so it comes to pass that they decided to worship

tradition instead of God. 

This is our challenge as well: to honor our tradition, but to have hearts and minds always open

to the new work God is waiting to do among us. Through the holy spirit, it is we who are called

to bring healing in Jesus’ name. It is we who reach out in Jesus’ name. If tradition is our god,

then we would never sing any new hymns, we would never rise above those cultures which said



slavery is OK and women have no place in church leadership. If tradition is our god, then we

would never dare and risk new ministries such as LOGOS. 

It was their blind devotion to tradition and law and their view of things that made the Pharisees

unable to see that God was at work in Jesus in a new and mighty way. And as we live in a

culture that seems to care less and less about God, we must take special care that in our

ministries, in our witness, how we live, how we act, that people see, yes people see, the grace

and love of Jesus Christ living among us. 

In fact, we need to realize we live in a society that is ever more blind. It is blind to the

transformation, the mercy, the community, the new life, which Jesus offers. Instead, our

society follows a way of life which puts the self at the center: more stuff, more entertainment.

And the more our society seeks to find meaning in exalting the self, the darker the world

becomes and they don’t even know why. 

When we were children, we were taught that the mission field is in exotic places such as Africa

and Indonesia. But folks, the mission field is now right outside our doors.  

Let me go back to the very beginning of our Scripture lesson. This whole incident begins with

the simple fact that Jesus sees. Sees this man. May we know Jesus sees us, knows us, cares about

us, welcomes us, invites us. 

And as we respond by claiming him as Lord, [and living as if he is!] may it be that through us,

others will begin see Jesus as well. Amen. 
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