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Buffoon?
Matthew 14:22-33

Pastor’s notes:  I have preached from this text before, of Jesus’ walking on the water,  but the sermon is brand new.
Today the focus is on Peter, but in focusing on him, we fail to deal with some important matters.

If you remember last week, in the wilderness, Jesus feeds us and commands us in return to feed others as a response. This
passage is what comes next. If the wilderness is a dangerous place, so is the water, but Jesus comes to the disciples here as
well, during their time of need. Storms have long been an image of danger and chaos. 

The wind was against them: “wind” and “spirit” are the same word in Greek. So life was against them, if you will... 

We   need to remember some other themes: by having power over wind and storm, Jesus proves himself to be not just
another teacher, but indeed the Son of God. 

And, an observation. Today Peter seems to fail  and it is only one of many times when Peter fails. I think Peter himself
wanted these stories to be told, because he was a strong influential leader in the early church. It would have been easy to
honor him, even to worship him. But Peter knew that  worship and honor belong to Jesus and Jesus alone, not to the
disciples, even as famous as Peter was.]

Buffoon?

Matthew 14:22-33

Buffoon: A ludicrous or bumbling person; a fool.

Peter is a buffoon. In many ways, because Peter is always saying something or doing something

wrong. Trying to follow Jesus, well, he just doesn’t get it. He is the first to say to Jesus, “You

are the Christ, God’s specially appointed one,” gets praised, but then ruins it all by telling Jesus

that Jesus certainly was NOT going to be crucified. 

Or another failure: Tells Jesus, I will never deny you, no matter what. Then denies him three times.
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And in Gethsemane, when Jesus really, really needs some support, and asks Peter and some

others to pray with him, to be with him, why Peter goes off and takes himself a little snooze.

What a buffoon.

Or again, when the Prince of Peace is arrested in the Garden of Gethsemane, it is Peter who

draws out a sword and cuts off the ear of the high priest’s servant. Nothings says peace and

reconciliation like the lopping off of an ear! What a buffoon. 

And now today. Jesus is walking on the water, and by the way, notice the symbolism. Water

is a symbol for evil, chaos, and look, Jesus is putting it under his foot. It is Jesus who defeats

sin, evil, death, chaos. It is Jesus who comes to us during the storm when the winds are against

us. 

But I digress. Look at Peter. A buffoon? Could be. “Lord, if it is you, compel me to get out of

my boat and come to you.” And we all know what happens. Peter himself walks on water, but

then, well he gets worried, looks at the waves, feels the wind against him, and sinks. What a

buffoon. 

Or maybe not. 

Yes, let’s laugh at Peter when Peter is snoring instead of praying, but maybe we shouldn’t be

so quick to laugh at Peter tonight as he tries, and yes fails, to walk towards Jesus. Maybe we

should honor Peter. Maybe we should try to be more like Peter. Let me explain.

We all have a tendency to say to God, “If you are real, then do something for me. Prove to me

your power, say by restoring my health or delivering me from the financial mess I have made.”
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But look what Peter does: Lord, if it is really you, then lead me to do something beyond my capabilities.

Lead me to dare, to risk, to take a chance.

Lord, if it is really you, then call me away from the safety of this boat. 

And even more to the point: Lord, if it is really you, then let me participate with you in your ministry.

Let’s not overlook this point. As Jesus walks on the water, he is putting underfoot sin, evil,

chaos, at least in a symbolic way.

And Peter is saying, “Lord, if it is you, then make me a partner in fighting sin, make your focus

my focus, to overcome evil, injustice, make your focus my focus in helping to make the

Kingdom of God a reality here on earth.”

And guess what, Jesus says, “Come.” “Come to me amidst the waves, come to me, join in my

purpose. Risk it all for my sake.”

And Peter at least tries. True,  when for him the danger, the wind and the waves become a

greater reality than Jesus he fails. But at least he tries. Yet  in his failing we want again to say,

“Well, there he goes again, Peter the buffoon, the buffoon sinking beneath the waves.”

But Jesus is gentle with Peter. I think even proud of Peter. After all, he alone  of the other

disciples even tried, even dared. And did you notice that even when he failed, why Jesus was

right there immediately to save him once again. 

So, then, what does this have to do with you and me? 
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Maybe it reminds us that sometimes faith is not a matter of wanting more for ourselves, but

rather, asking Jesus to make us do more than we think is possible. Jesus, if it is you speaking to me,

then do not let me stay in a comfort zone, do not let me be the way I have always been. Jesus if it is you,

then make my life, not easier, but more complicated, more engaged in doing battle with sin and other

ungodly aspects of the world.

Not to belabor the point, but our church has seen an example of what I am talking about in the

decision of one to donate a kidney. That’s risking, that’s leaving comfort behind, for the sake

of being who Jesus wants us to be and doing what Jesus wants us to do.

Or I recall a true story from my childhood. Read it in Reader’s Digest actually. About a man

who is assigned to work in the South Seas, gets a divorce and marries a native girl. His ex-wife

is devastated. The man has a happy time, has a few children, still in the South Seas, but then he

dies. And his new wife was left friendless and penniless, for having married a foreigner. The ex-

wife caught wind of all this, and in response invited the new wife and her children to live with

her in America.

The title of the article was something like, “Could you have loved as much?”  But Jesus called

her to dare, to risk. She stepped out onto the  stormy sea, didn’t she?

Or a recent example. A woman named Amber Campbell, married to Darryl, a police officer.

He and his partner were in a shootout.     Darryl  was hit and suffered brain damage, but in the

firefight the criminal was killed. 

When folks asked Amber how they could help, she suggested that a fund be set up, no not to

help her husband, but to help the children of the criminal. “These children need to know there
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is love in the world,” is what she said. That’s Jesus calling us from the safety of the boat onto

the wild restless sea, simply because he calls us. 

Sure when Peter tried it, he failed, but Peter reminds us we should at least try. Peter got out

of the boat, and even when he failed, Jesus was still there for him.

And now folks, you all know the old joke about the preacher who preached against gambling

and the woman said, “Amen, preach it, brother.” And against liquor. “Amen preach it,

brother.” And against dancing. “Amen, preacher it, brother.” And against dipping snuff, at

which point she said, “He’s stopped preaching and started to meddle.”

Now I want to meddle. And it has to do with how much you give and what the financial

situation of the church is. We are getting by, but our expenditures this year once again have

surpassed our income. Not by much, but by some. 

And the time is coming for decisions to be made about next year.  I fear that  that we are going

to make decisions based not on what ministry Jesus is calling us to perform, but rather, we are

going to make our decisions simply  based on finances.

 Churches sometimes are so good at facing financial realities that we forget another reality: the claim and

call of Jesus Christ. We sometimes think the bottom line is the financial statement, when in

actuality the bottom line is what Christ has called us to do. 

In this economic climate, the needs for ministry become greater, not less. And I do not want

Ann Street Church to decide against doing what God has called us to do because we are afraid

we cannot afford it. It would be sad if we gave up a staff position or gave up a ministry, not
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because God led us to this decision, but simply because of how much folks did or did not give.

In the storm, the other disciples stayed safe in the boat. Peter took a risk, to go where Jesus

wanted him to go.  For the Christian today, one important decision we make in our faith

response to Jesus is through our financial giving. And the question is: how much of an impact

have we  allowed Jesus Christ to make in our giving? 

In every church, some folks give with cheerful, faithful, sacrificial hearts and others sort of well

give what might be left over. But you see, what we give ultimately is not a financial decision,

but a spiritual one. 

 Anyway, back to the sermon. Storms come and when storms come, we have a decision. To

stay safe in the boat or to risk going to where Jesus calls us to be. And today, it is Peter who

challenges himself and his faith: Jesus if it is you, call me to you where you are, call me to join with you

in trampling underfoot the evils of this age, that your Kingdom might come closer.

So Peter. A buffoon? Often. A buffoon when he snores instead of prays. A buffoon when he

denies Jesus instead of affirms Jesus. A buffoon? Often. But not today. Amen. 
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