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Worship and Study  

Opportunities on Sunday 
 

Worship Services 

8:25 AM and 11:00 AM 

Sip and Chat 

9:30 AM-9:45 AM 

Sunday School 

9:45 AM-10:30 AM 

UMYF 

5:30 PM 

If you would like an article published in The Chimes, please email to  

the church office at annumc@embarqmail.com  

Deadline is Monday at noon. 

CALENDAR 
 

 
May 26– 11:30-1:00 pm- ―Soup‘s On‖ lunch 

May 30– Office and Preschool closed 

June 1– 6:30 pm– Trustee meeting 

June 3– MYF Lock-In 

June 5– Graduation Sunday 

June 5– 9:30 am– Acolyte meeting in sanctuary 

June 8– Preschool Graduation 
June 8– noon- Babs Barnes retirement party– fellowship hall 

June 13– 7 pm– Finance meeting 

Television Ministry at 7:30 AM Wednesdays on Channel 8 



 

Rev. Eric Lindblade 

Senior Pastor 

 

Rev. Dr. Anne Sims 

Associate Pastor 

 

 

A Publication of Ann Street United Methodist Church 

 The Chimes 
“To Know Christ and Make Him Known” 

ACOLYTE MEETING– will be held on Sunday, June 5th from 9:30 to 9:45 am.  All  

acolytes or anyone who would like to serve as an acolyte should plan to attend. 

LINKED IN LOVE– CONNECTED THROUGH CHRIST FOR MISSION- For a gift of 

$5.00, you can honor someone with whom you share a connection while helping a 

woman, child or youth in need.  Honorees will receive a card letting them know they 

have been honored and by whom.  All proceeds from this project go to United Methodist 

Women Mission Giving. Please see any UMW member to participate. 

VBS VOLUNTEER TRAINING– will be held in the fellowship hall at 6 PM on June 15. 

This is the only training session that will be held. If you cannot attend, please contact 

Leslie Zeek at 646-3177. 

BABS BARNES TO RETIRE– on the last day of the regular preschool year, June 8th. 

So to celebrate Bab‘s 33 years at Ann Street Preschool, they are having a retirement 

lunch of hot dogs (Bab‘s favorite lunch) at noon that day! If you would like to be at the 

luncheon please RSVP to the preschool office at 728-5411.  

WELCOME–to Don and Leslie Zeek and their children, Cera and Micheal Finney who 

joined the church on Sunday, May 22nd.  

HOSPICE HOUSE- Our area has been approved for a 10 bed hospice house in  
Carteret County, which will be called the Crystal Coast Hospice House. They are  
currently in the process of buying land, with the goal of opening by early 2013, if not 

sooner. For more information, visit their website at crystalcoasthospicehouse.org 

First United Methodist Church in Morehead City is coordinating a fundraising effort 
among the 23 Methodist churches in Carteret County, with the goal of raising $75,000 
for the chapel at the Hospice House. We want to do our part! If you would like to make 
a donation to the Crystal Coast Hospice House, you can designate a gift to the church 
by writing "CCHH" or "Crystal Coast Hospice House" on the memo line of your check. 
Our Outreach Committee will also be sponsoring fundraisers to support this effort. 

Watch the Chimes and your bulletin for more information, or call Jan Masten. 

Thank You! 

We would like to say thank you for all 
of the cards, emails, and phone calls 
received at the passing of Donald's 
mother.  It has been very comforting to 
know that our "new" church family was 
there for us, even before our member-
ship was official.  It just makes us 
know that coming to Ann Street was 
definitely the right move to make.  We 
would also like to thank the wonderful  
ladies of the Hannah Ruth Circle for 
the delicious meal they provided for 

our family.  It was truly a blessing!    

 Sincerely, Donald and Leslie Zeek 

 
 

Dear wonderful Ann Street family, 

I am in awe of the outpouring of calls, 
cards, and prayers as I recover from 
gall bladder surgery. It has been a 
challenge, but I am anxious to be back 
with you again, in the office and in 
worship. The best part of my recovery 
has been the cards you have  
showered me with: cards that were 
deeply sincere and heartfelt, cards that 
made me laugh out loud, cards that I 
treasure. You are such a blessing to 

me, and I thank you so much! 

Anne Sims 

 

Congratulations! 
Brandon Hults graduated from the 
University of Arkansas  on May 14th 
with a Masters Degree in Conducting 
and Piano Performance. Brandon is 
the son of Russell & Debbie Hults and 

the grandson of Iva & Floyd Dufore. 

 

SUMMERFUN IS COMING SOON!  

If you have a child age 3 up to 5th grade, we have lots of fun activities planned during 
Sunday School. There will be Outdoor Days, Story Stations, Game Stations, Science 

Stations and Art Stations. Here is our schedule for June. Hope to see you there! 

June 5--Outdoor Fun Scavenger Hunt! (9:45 meet in Eure Building Fellowship Hall) 

June 12--Daniel (9:45 3rd Floor Middle School Room, Assistants--Judy  

Harmelink, Jaime Turner) 

June 19--Zacchaeus (9:45 3rd Floor Middle School Room, Assistant--Lindsay Allen) 

June 26--Noah's Ark (9:45 3rd Floor Middle School Room, Assistant--Debbie Murray) 



 From the Pastor… 

Are you as shocked as I about the court case in Iran involving blinding a prisoner with acid, in response to his having blinded a 

woman who spurned his marriage proposal? The blinded woman herself wants to put the acid in the man‘s eyes, or will settle for a 

physician‘s doing the blinding. [The man will be unconscious when the sentence is carried out.] 

Under Sharia Law, the traditional Islamic law code, such a punishment is acceptable (as it is in the Old Testament: ―an eye for an 

eye and a tooth for a tooth.‖) Many people are using the case as an example of the brutality of Sharia Law, and rightly so.   

There is an outcry about this sentence (which is currently on hold) both in Iran and around the world. I am reminded of the phrase, 

―an eye for an eye makes the whole world blind.‖ [Gandhi is credited with this quote, but it is not certain he said it.  

Some people rejoice in the sentence because, among other things, it acknowledges that women have equal status with men and 

therefore equal standing to receive justice. [The status of women is often that of second-class people in the Islamic world.] 

Other people cringe at the barbarism of such an act of vengeance. Still others wonder how a physician could bring himself or her-

self purposely to harm an individual.  

By the way, we Christians must be careful if we cite ―an eye for an eye‖ as a Scriptural defense for this because Jesus himself  

said, ―You have heard that it was said, ‗An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.‘  But I say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if 

anyone strikes you on the right cheek, turn the other also. 

Now, Jesus is not talking about a legal code. However, he is saying that God‘s people must always be about something more than 

retribution. I would hope the one who blinded the woman will spend a long, long, time in prison. He deserves punishment, to be 

sure. But retribution? I think the Christian faith invites us to move beyond such primitive notions.  

The thought of court-ordered blinding horrifies me. It is a brutal and barbaric sort of punishment.  

But then again, I live in a nation which is among the world leaders in using the death penalty. . . compared to that, one might  

reasonably  argue that simply blinding a criminal is rather tame punishment in comparison. At the very least, one who supports the 

death penalty must also argue that blinding a criminal is appropriate as well.  

Which leads me to this vexing question, if we are going to call ourselves a Christian nation, how much of Christ should make its 

way into our legal system?  

A final thought: the Christian faith is not something we can ever reduce to a set of doctrines or beliefs. It is a living out, and a  

sharing of, the grace which Christ has first given us. The measure of a Christian is not, ―do you happen to have the right point 

view about this or that social issue,‖ but rather, ―does your life bear witness to Jesus‘ saving and transforming power?‖ 

   —Eric Lindblade 

Ponderous Thoughts 

In May, our Bible study group has been looking at prayer, what it is, and what it is meant to do. The question was raised, "If God does not 

change, then what is the point of our prayers? 

By the time you read this, we will have ended our look at prayer, but not without some challenges. Some in our group have been traveling 

(giving us the opportunity to pray for them), others, myself included, have had illness keep them away. We have looked at some of what the 

Bible says about prayer, looked at some of our favorite prayers, and hopefully by the time this Chimes hits your mailbox, we will have finished 

our time of studying prayer--not that I think we could exhaust the subject. And by then I will have given my answer to the question above: the 

Bible seems to contradict itself on whether God changes. Just look at the story of Jonah against the Psalms' testimony to an unchanging God. 

What definitely seems to change is how God chooses to interact with people and develop a relationship with us. I sometimes ask but rarely 

expect God to reach out and directly intervene in a situation, but I always expect God to be at work in it. And sometimes, perhaps even all the 

time, that means that God changes us: helps us heal emotionally as well as physically (through all the ways that happens, including surgeries, 

medications, and physical therapy), helps us change our attitudes and become more loving and compassionate so that through us, others' 

hearts may be changed, helps us persevere when that is needed, and opens our eyes to grace. 

Summertime brings vacations for many of us. I would encourage you not to take a vacation from prayer with God. 

Praying for you always, 

Anne 



OFFICE and STAFF INFORMATION 

252-728-4279– office,    252-504-3865– FAX,   252-728-5411– Preschool 

E-mail address: annumc@embarqmail.com               Web page:  www.annstreetumc.com 

Kathy Ausband, Administrative Secretary,  Betsy Gilchrist, Financial Secretary, Cathy Brandt, Preschool Director 

Leslie Zeek, Director of Children and Youth Ministry,  Joe McCreary, Director of Music, Kandice Davis, Organist, Lee Jones, Custodian 

 THE CHIMES  

Let us remember in our prayers and thoughts those connected to our church family serving our country in foreign lands: 

Church Attendance– May 15 and 22 

8:25 AM–120, 143        11:00 AM–120, 101 

Sunday School Attendance 

2 yr olds– 4, 3 Young Adults– 7,  

3 & 4 year olds– 5, 5 Thelma Ward– 7, 9 

K-1st– 5, 5 Reach Out– 30, 31 

2nd,3rd—4, 5 Robert Safrit– 17, 11 

4th-5th–– 7, 2 Challenger–8, NR 

Middle School– 4, 7 Young Life–8, 9 

Youth– 5, Quest– 5, 14 

Lt. Cmdr. Stephen Bird LTJG Richard T. Leary LT. Rob Ragon, USN Robert Scott (USAF) 

Michael Hart (NG) Capt. Joanna Moore ESN Candi Reed Sgt. Barrett Tripp 

SSgt Joshua W. Jones Jason Peterson LT. Jeremy Reed Capt. Brian Way 

High School Graduates 

 
If you have a son or 

daughter who is about to 

graduate from high school 

and would like for them to 

be honored on June 5th, 

Graduation Sunday, 

please contact Leslie Zeek at 252-646-3177 

or email her at lzeek@ec.rr.com. 

UMW Health Kits  

1 hand towel 
1 wash cloth 
1 comb (no pocket-size) 
1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no 
emery boards or toenail clippers) 
1 bath-size bar of soap 
1 toothbrush (in original wrapper, no 
child-size brushes) 
1 large tube of toothpaste 
6 adhesive plastic strip sterile band-

ages 
 

all items should be placed inside a 
sealed one-gallon plastic bag. No 
other items should be included in the 

health kit. 

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS  

You are needed for VBS this year!  Our theme this year is "Pandamania" where we will 

be discovering that God is WILD about 

us!!!  We need Crew Leaders for all ages, 

Bamboo Blast Games Leader for pre-

school age group, Chadder's Movie Mania 

Leader for preschool age group, and a 

Photographer.  High School youth would 

make great Crew Leaders, as would any-

one that wants to help with the children 

and get to enjoy ALL the fun.  Middle 

School youth are encouraged to join us as 

well....we have stuff for you to do also!   

VBS is the week of June 27, from 8:30 to 11:30 each morning.  Please consider how you 

could help with VBS this year.   WE NEED YOU....without volunteers our VBS cannot be 

successful!!  Come join the fun...you can be a kid again, no matter what your age.  You 

can check out information on all the available positions by going to the church website, 

www.annstreetumc.com and clicking on the VBS link.  You will be directed to our VBS 

website, where you click on the "Volunteers" tab to see what a difference you can make 

in the lives of the children of our church and our community!   

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE 

CLOSED ON MONDAY, MAY 30 

FOR THE MEMORIAL DAY 

HOLIDAY. 


